
Weekly Bulletin for Families
Message from the Head of School 
The highlight of the week for our students had to be the flurry of 
snow that fell on Friday. It never ceases to amaze me how excited even 
the most reserved of students can become with the arrival of a few 
snowflakes. Much to the disappointment of all, the snow did not settle 
and we had to call a wet break! 

Whilst on the topic of weather; please can I remind you all that from 
January students will be expected to wear either the school hoodie 
or jumper with the SET Beccles logo. These are to be worn with their 
blazer, students must have their blazer on when walking around school 
and when they arrive and leave a lesson. For the remainder of this half 
term only, students are permitted to wear a dark hoodie or jumper, from 
January jumpers without a school logo will be confiscated during the 
school day. If you require further information or support in relation to purchasing a school hoodie 
or jumper please call our school office. 

Sticking with jumpers; Tuesday 15th December is our annual Christmas Jumper Day and School 
Christmas lunch. I am hoping to see plenty of cheery jumpers helping to create a day of festivity. 
Proceeds from the day will be sent to Save the Children. 

Our Year 10 leaders felt that despite Covid-19 restrictions we should still run a couple of festive 
in-school Christmas competitions. They have designed a poster to be shared with all tutor groups 
this week. During this week, tutor groups will have time to make the longest, cheeriest and most 
festive paper chain possible along with the opportunity to enter our Christmas tree decoration 
competition. Decorations can be made in school or at home and need to be brought to the 
school office on Friday morning. 

The Friends of SET Beccles, are a group of parents who proactively support the school by 
fundraising, raising our profile and adding capacity by attending and organising events and 
functions. Normally at this time of year I would be discussing the SET Beccles Christmas Fair, a 
very warm, welcoming and festive event, unfortunately it is not possible to host this due to the 
current restrictions. However, the Friends did not want Christmas to pass without some form of 
a community fundraising opportunity. We have two beautiful food hampers which can be won by 
purchasing a raffle ticket. More details on this to follow shortly via ParentMail. 

Wishing everybody a great week,

Mrs H Philpott, Head of School
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Careers Day

On Friday 27 November students at SET Beccles School enjoyed a 
series of sessions in preparation for the world of work, as part of a 
Drop-Down day focusing on their future careers.

The day kicked off with two brilliant guest speakers, virtually of course, 
who shared a wealth of experience from their respective industries. 

Firstly, Steve Allman ‘The Do Good Coach’ spoke to students about the range of 
opportunities in the Charity sector, and how helping others can really be the cornerstone 
of success in any career path. He also spoke with students about the impact of volunteering, 
and the opportunities for personal and career development which can come about through 
voluntary work. Some opportunities for students to get involved in volunteering can 
be found here: https://volunteersuffolk.org.uk and https://www.suffolk.police.uk/join-us/
volunteers/police-cadets

Then Alison Chilvers gave students a whistle-stop tour of her extensive and varied career 
– changing from an established deputy head teacher, into a business-owning entrepreneur. 
Building one of the county’s most successful new businesses – Bright and Beautiful – and 
teaching students that career paths don’t have to go in a straight line from A to B!

Students also experienced a series of sessions, focusing on Learning, Employment, and 
Financial skills, with the aim of developing into well-rounded and informed employees. 
Finally, teachers demonstrated how to use the website ‘I Can Be A’ to guide students into 
researching different careers related to their current interests. We would recommend 
that you spend some time looking at this brilliant resource with your child to discuss their 
career options and to build upon their aspirations. https://www.icanbea.org.uk/ provides 
all of the essential information for developing understanding of different careers; from job 
descriptions, to salary information, to required qualifications and places to study.

We look forward to arranging future events to build on this success, and provide our 
students further career opportunities to inspire and motivate them.

Mr Woodard, SET Careers Lead



Christmas Competition Activities 
This Year, we have created two 
competitive activities. 

The rules are; you need to work as a 
Tutor Group to win the competition! 

 

 

Christmas Paper Chain 
 
• As a tutor group have to make the 

longest Christmas Paper Chain 

• It has to be bright and colourful  
• You may use any suitable materials 
• The Longest chain wins! 

 
 

Christmas Tree Decoration 
 
• Best decoration wins!  
• This can be made at home or at school 

during tutor time 
• It should  be bright and colourful 
• You can use any suitable materials   
 

Both competitions need to be completed 
by Friday 11th December 2020 
 



Dates For Your Diary
Year 7
Thursday 10 December: Progress Checkpoint 2 - reports sent home
Tuesday 30 March: Progress Checkpoint 3 - reports sent home
Monday 10 - Friday 14 May: KS3 examinations
Thursday 24 June: Progress Checkpoint 4 - reports sent home

Year 8
Thursday 10 December: Progress Checkpoint 2 - reports sent home
Tuesday 30 March: Progress Checkpoint 3 - reports sent home
Thursday 29 April: Progress Evening
Monday 10 - Friday 14 May: KS3 examinations
Thursday 24 June: Progress Checkpoint 4 - reports sent home

Year 9
Thursday 10 December: Progress Checkpoint 2 - reports sent home
Wednesday 20 January: Year 9 Progress Evening with GCSE Information
Tuesday 30 March: Progress Checkpoint 3 - reports sent home
Monday 10 - Friday 14 May: KS3 examinations
Monday 21 June: Year 9/10 “Is University for You?” Evening
Thursday 24 June: Progress Checkpoint 4 - reports sent home

Year 10
Thursday 10 December: Progress Checkpoint 2 - reports sent home
Tuesday 30 March: Progress Checkpoint 3 - reports sent home
Tuesday 4 May - Friday 14 May: Mock Examinations
Monday 21 June: Year 9/10 “Is University for You?” Evening 
Thursday 24 June: Progress Checkpoint 4 - reports sent home

Year 11
Thursday 3 December: Progress Evening - mock examination results
Thursday 10 December: Progress Checkpoint 2 - reports sent home
Monday 22 February - Friday 5 March: Mock Examinations 2
Thursday 25 March: Progress Evening - mock examination results
Tuesday 30 March: Progress Checkpoint 3 - reports sent home

Parents’ and Carers’ Open Forum
Tuesday 8 December: 9.30 – 10.30am  Tuesday 26 January: 9.30 – 10.30am   
Tuesday 16 March: 9.30 – 10.30am  Tuesday 4 May: 9.30 – 10.30am   
Friday 25 June: 9.30 – 10.30am

Other Events
Thursday 10 December: Achievement Evening (6.45 - 8.00pm)
Friday 11 December: Friends Christmas Fair
Tuesday 15 December: School Christmas Lunch

Year 6 Into 7 Transition
Wednesday 16 June: Transition Evening/ Meet the Tutor (5.00 - 7.00pm)
Tuesday 29 - Wednesday 30 June: Transition Days


