
Weekly Bulletin for Families
Message from the Head of School 
Firstly, I must wish you all a very Happy New Year. Christmas already 
seems some time ago, and whilst it was not the social event we have 
come to expect, I do hope you managed to enjoy time as a family. The 
return to school was planned thoroughly throughout the Christmas 
break, however last-minute Government announcements required our 
team at SET Beccles School to be flexible and adaptable and as usual 
everybody was supportive and onboard. 

The start of Lent Term sees us move to Remote Learning once again, 
and with limited face to face interaction I want to share with all of 
you some information on tutoring and have included a useful bank of 
resources on where to find help and support over the coming weeks. I 
will tell you about our Covid-19 testing this week and finally talk about 
remote learning.
 
Tutoring at Beccles School:
Our aim is to provide the following:
 • A minimum of one full ‘live’ tutor session each week
 •  A minimum of one drop-in tutor session each week, here students can speak with their 

tutor and/or peers

On top of this, students and parents can speak with our Student Support Team and our Assistant 
Heads of School for further support and advice. If you feel your child needs support then I would 
urge you, in the first instance, to establish an open dialogue with their tutor so that joint support 
can be maximised. As always, staff miss having students in school, a school without students, is like 
a supermarket without food; it feels wrong. Please remember that whilst we cannot all be together 
in person we continue to be here for our students and their families remotely. Communication 
can take which ever form either the student or family prefer, we are happy to use e-mail, to speak 
on the phone or to arrange a Teams or Zoom virtual meeting. 

The uncertainty over the Covid-19 pandemic and external examinations will naturally create 
anxiety amongst our young people. Some of our students live with mental health problems and it 
is possible that this second extended absence from routine and support could exacerbate these 
or create new ones. Please see below for information on supportive agencies and online sites 
which may be of use to you and our young people. 

Lateral Flow Testing:
The week started at SET Beccles School with mass Covid-19 testing for staff. Our school hall has 
been redeployed as our testing centre, we have three private testing bays, an area for processing 
and a socially distanced waiting area. Staff acted as our guinea pigs on Tuesday, allowing us to 
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ensure the procedures which had been planned were smooth, reassuring and efficient. It was with 
some trepidation that I welcomed our key worker and vulnerable students back on Wednesday, 
unsure on how our young people would find the testing process. I speak for everyone involved 
when I state how proud I was of every single student. We had allowed plenty of time to support 
and coach students, however they displayed great maturity and composure, all testing without 
concern or event and incredibly swiftly.

I must thank our volunteers, Mr Filshie, Mrs Stewart and our Trust board member, Mr Bruce; 
their time and professionalism was, and is, very appreciated. I must also thank our staff team who 
volunteered to run the testing, Mrs Poll, Mrs Barber and Mrs Griffiths. Mrs Griffiths, our school 
science technician has overseen the processing element, ensuring we are conducting the test with 
accuracy and precision. 

Online Teaching and Learning:
I am confident that no teacher went into the profession hoping to deliver online teaching. The joy 
of teaching is embedded in the relationships we form with our students, witnessing the engagement 
and the learning that is taking place within the classroom, supporting and challenging understanding; 
this is all somewhat impacted upon when we move to remote teaching. What I can guarantee is the 
commitment and dedication to our students remains the same, our team here at SET Beccles School 
continue to plan lessons to engage and further the understanding of our students. 

I must acknowledge the efforts of Mr Pentney this week, he has been swamped in Google 
Classroom requests for support and in particular passwords. We did fear that a two-week holiday 
may result in a little bit of forgetfulness! Please bear with us if you have requested a password 
reset; this should be facilitated within 24-hours. Mr Pentney issued a letter via ParentMail on 
Friday, please do read over this as it contains a significant amount of useful information. 

This week we will move to even more ‘live’ teaching lessons, information has been previously 
shared about student behaviour and etiquette within a live lesson, please do support us with this. 
The purpose of a live lesson is to offer our students the opportunity to interact with each other 
and the teacher, to hear the teacher discussing the content of the lesson, offering the support 
and guidance needed to understand. We fully understand that this will once again feel like an alien 
experience to many. Whilst many young people spend plenty of time on technology, this is a very 
different purpose and feeling, we understand this. Please do encourage their attendance and their 
input in these lessons. All live lessons for this week will be advertised via the Google Classroom 
banner (displayed underneath the classroom name). Good luck everyone!  

Further communication will be issued shortly to our Year 11 students and their families. I can 
imagine this is a time of great frustration and unease for you all. Whilst the Government and 
Ofqual work together to establish an agreed process for issuing grades we must keep our 
motivation and commitment high, completing work and using the team of teachers and support 
staff in school to help you.  

Next week I hope to share examples of student work, below you will see a very impressive piece 
of work shared by one of our Y7 students. Whilst we must work in this remote way, it is even more 
essential we share our success stories with one another. If your young person at home has done 
something they, or you, are proud of please do let us know, send a quick e-mail to their form tutor 
or teacher, this can be related to school work or be external to school. Our school is one which 
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is focused on kindness and community, both so evident this last week, and I hope that through the 
uncertain times we currently must live in, these qualities will continue to shine through. 

SUPPORT AVAILABLE:
So how can we protect our mental health? 
The BBC have written (from March 2020) an excellent article on this very topic, listing useful 
advice and offering clear explanations for how our mental health can be supported.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-51873799
 
In brief, advice from various charities and the World Health Organisation suggests:
• Limit the news – don’t spend hours consuming mostly negative headlines/stories
• Have breaks from social media
• Stay connected with people
• Avoid burnout – take breaks, exercise where possible, eat well and stay hydrated

Mind
https://www.mind.org.uk/
The ‘mind’ website contains an incredible amount of advice and information on a whole range of 
mental health issues.  They have helplines and a live chat service through their website.
 
Suffolk Mind
https://www.suffolkmind.org.uk/
Works in partnership with ‘Mind’ to provide more region-specific advice and support.
 
‘Kooth’
https://kooth.com/
‘Kooth’ was commissioned by NHS Ipswich and East Suffolk and NHS West Suffolk Clinical Groups, 
and Public Health Suffolk.  Kooth is a BACP (British Association for Counselling and Psychotherapy) 
accredited service and may be able to help you and your child with relationships, bullying, eating 
disorders, self-harm, and general health.  There are online counsellors and the opportunity for 
anonymous discussions.
 
BBC Newsround 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround
 
The BBC Newsround site has a comprehensive section on coronavirus and mental health with text 
and video guidance focusing on tips and advice.
 
4YP
https://www.4yp.org.uk/
Suffolk Young People’s Health Project (also known as 4YP) is a local charity, which provides and 
coordinates services that improve the social, emotional, and physical health and wellbeing of young 
people in Suffolk, aged 12-25.
 
BEAT
https://www.beateatingdisorders.org.uk/ 
Beat is the UK’s eating disorder charity.  They exist to end the pain and suffering caused by eating 
disorders. They are a champion, guide and friend to anyone affected, giving individuals experiencing an 
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eating disorder and their loved ones a place where they feel listened to, supported and empowered.
 
The Source
www.thesource.me.uk
Advice and local services for young people in Suffolk.
 
National Autistic Society
https://www.autism.org.uk/advice-and-guidance/topics/coronavirus
The NAS has the latest guidance, updates and resources on coronavirus for autistic people, their 
families and professionals.
 
Other websites
https://www.childline.org.uk/
http://www.youngminds.org.uk/
https://www.samaritans.org/

Mrs H Philpott, Head of School
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WORK SENT IN FROM HOME

Beautiful work on Vincent Van Gough by Oakley, Year 7



Access Google Classroom 
with your phone, your Xbox or your Playstation!

Now that our schools have closed until Half Term and we have converted to remote 
learning, you might be wondering how you can access Google Classroom; especially in one 
computer households or for students without devices. Well, accessing Classroom is easier 
than you think!

Google Classroom App

The easiest way to access Google Classroom without a computer is by using the Classroom 
App on a phone or a tablet. 
• Click here for the app on the App Store and here for Google Play  
•  Once the app has been downloaded to a phone or tablet, you can login with your 

school accounts and will find an interface that feels very similar to the one they find 
at school.

They can click on:
• any assignment, 
• interact with the content,
•  watch any videos we have posted (did you know that you can record videos directly 

into Classroom by using the camera on your phone while you are using the app?)
• create Slides and Docs right on your phones!

Xbox and Playstation

Classroom can be opened on Xbox and Playstation. There isn’t an app that the students can 
add to their consoles. Instead, they are going to have to use the built-in browsers that come 
on the two devices. On Xbox, it is Microsoft Edge. On Playstation, it is the “www” browser. 
You will probably know how to find the browsers on your consoles, but if not, each one has 
a search function you can access on the home screen.

Once the browser has been opened:
1. Type in classroom.google.com in the URL bar.
2. A prompt for a Google account will appear.
3.  Type in your school district email and password – it doesn’t end in google.com and 

that is ok!
4. The Classroom home screen will open up.

If you have a keyboard you can plug in, you will have a much easier time of navigation. 
Otherwise, you will have to use your controllers to click on the classroom tiles, open up 
assignments and type. 

As we all struggle with ways to meet the needs of our learners, I just thought it would be 
valuable to know that there are multiple options for them as they access our school  content.





Dates For Your Diary
Year 7
Tuesday 30 March: Progress Checkpoint 3 - reports sent home
Monday 10 - Friday 14 May: KS3 examinations
Thursday 24 June: Progress Checkpoint 4 - reports sent home

Year 8
Tuesday 30 March: Progress Checkpoint 3 - reports sent home
Thursday 29 April: Progress Evening
Monday 10 - Friday 14 May: KS3 examinations
Thursday 24 June: Progress Checkpoint 4 - reports sent home

Year 9
Wednesday 20 January: Year 9 Progress Evening with GCSE Information
Tuesday 30 March: Progress Checkpoint 3 - reports sent home
Monday 10 - Friday 14 May: KS3 examinations
Monday 21 June: Year 9/10 “Is University for You?” Evening
Thursday 24 June: Progress Checkpoint 4 - reports sent home

Year 10
Tuesday 30 March: Progress Checkpoint 3 - reports sent home
Tuesday 4 May - Friday 14 May: Mock Examinations
Monday 21 June: Year 9/10 “Is University for You?” Evening 
Thursday 24 June: Progress Checkpoint 4 - reports sent home

Year 11
Monday 22 February - Friday 5 March: Mock Examinations 2
Thursday 25 March: Progress Evening - mock examination results
Tuesday 30 March: Progress Checkpoint 3 - reports sent home

Parents’ and Carers’ Open Forum
Tuesday 26 January: 9.30 – 10.30am  Tuesday 16 March: 9.30 – 10.30am  
Tuesday 4 May: 9.30 – 10.30am   Friday 25 June: 9.30 – 10.30am

Other Events
Tuesday 15 December: School Christmas Lunch

Year 6 Into 7 Transition
Wednesday 16 June: Transition Evening/ Meet the Tutor (5.00 - 7.00pm)
Tuesday 29 - Wednesday 30 June: Transition Days


