News Update for the
Week Commencing 18 January 2021

Weekly Bulletin for Families
Message from the Head of School
Our first full week in school with our students seems to have
flown by. Students attending our key worker and vulnerable
student provision have settled back into school life fantastically
well. The classroom climate is one of calmness and commitment
to learning. All students have access to IT, have their own work
area and spend the school day following their normal school
timetable working through the Google Classroom. Students
in school attend their ‘live’ lessons when scheduled, offering
interaction with both teachers and peers. We continue to operate
the school in bubbles; I am proud to report that all students are
following our very strict Covid safety measures with respect.
Mrs H Philpott

As a school we have learned from our lockdown one experience;
Head of School
we reviewed our practice and have amended our approach to
offer an even greater educational provision. Key colleagues have
met to ensure all elements of running a school remotely are in place. We have completed welfare
calls on many of our students we know, or anticipate, might find a second lockdown challenging.
We have supported families who need additional IT equipment to ensure all students have access
to work and lessons. ‘Live’ lessons have been initiated promptly to offer continuity to learning
and check-in opportunities for our students. We have responded to many requests for password
resets, the Christmas holiday did indeed result in a few memory lapses! And thanks to our admin
team we have processed our free school meal vouchers for those entitled to this support.
We wish to share the amazing work that is being produced, along with the activities and projects
students might be embarking on at home. We will be using Twitter and Facebook to share our
students’ achievements, please look out for their work and celebrate with your children at home.
Finally, we urge you to encourage those at home to attend all ‘live’ lessons. We are working
together in school, sharing ideas and resources to make ‘live’ lessons engaging and worthwhile
for our students. The ‘live’ lesson is our opportunity to check understanding, to explain the next
topic of learning and to model what this learning looks like; it is essential that student attendance
is high to promote and develop their understanding. Form tutors and Assistant Heads of School
will be tracking engagement and contacting those who seem to be struggling. As a school team
we are doing all we can to minimise the impact of this second lockdown on the education and
learning of our students.
We continue to use the Lateral Flow Testing weekly for staff. However, we have decided that
we will close bubbles immediately following a positive case for students, this decision has been
made to enable us to act promptly in order to minimise the spread of the virus in school. I
have spoken to lead Covid co-ordinators this week who have nothing but praise for our risk
assessment and the safety measures we have put in place in school. I thank you as parents
and carers for your support, but also our students and teachers for their role in helping us to
keep school as safe as we are able. We do appreciate that home learning is not always easy for

students or parents and carers, but we are thankful that where possible you are following the
‘stay at home’ guidance allowing us to keep our numbers in school as low as we are able. With
this in mind, if you or your child(ren) are struggling, we are here to help, please contact your
child’s tutor in the first instance or approach our Student Support Team and we will do all we
can to offer guidance and support.
Stay safe,

Mrs H Philpott, Head of School

Live Lesson Expectations
One of the greatest benefits of our live lesson provision is the social interaction
it promotes between students, their teachers and their peers, allowing staff to
offer direct guidance, address misconceptions and challenge students to develop
and extend their responses. For these reasons, students have been instructed to
participate in live lessons with their microphones and cameras on. However, as
part of our ongoing process of reviewing our practice, we understand that for some
students the use of cameras can be a barrier to engagement and can also impact on
families in terms of bandwidth capacity. To this end teaching staff will be working
within live lessons to secure contributions and engagement from all students either
on camera, through spoken contributions or via the chat facility to ensure we are
maximising the learning of each and every student.
As a school we also recognise that for some
students the preferred work-space when at
home may be their bedrooms, for example
because they have their own desk or because
this is a quiet area. If parent/ carers wish
their sons or daughters to join live lessons
from their bedrooms, for privacy and best
safeguarding practice, we ask that students
blur their backgrounds. Guidance on how
to blur or change backgrounds will be
shared via students’ Tutor group pages.

New SEND provision for SET Beccles School
Our School is working alongside Suffolk County Council to develop additional specialist education
places. Across Suffolk there is a shortfall of specialist places available. This can mean that some
pupils have to be educated away from their local communities.
As part of a SEND capital programme SET Beccles School is creating additional specialist placements
which will be available for children and their families across Suffolk from September 2021. Suffolk
County Council has undertaken a commissioning process, where by schools who were interested,
provided information on how the centre would be run and supported by the School. Schools who
were successful in this process, like ours, are currently working with the council to ensure the
appropriate infrastructure and support is in place to enable these new centres to be open in
September 2021. This proposal gives children the opportunity to be educated in their community,
closer to home. The funding for capital works to our School is being provided by Suffolk County
Council.
SET Beccles School will be offering 18 places to support children who require support with Cognition
and Learning. These places will be in addition to our current PAN (Planned Admission Number). This
means that there will not be a reduction in the number of places available in the usual admissions
round. Allocation of specialist places will follow a separate admissions process.

As you know, our vision is to meet the needs of each and every student and we recognise that,
across the county and particularly in North Suffolk, there needs to be an increase in specialist
education provision to meet the rising demand of students with special educational and disability
needs (SEND). We have received additional funding from Suffolk Council to set up and staff this
new centre, which will operate separately from our main school in a new building, with its own
entrance and outdoor space. However, it is very much our plan that students in the bespoke centre
will be a part of our main school and will join in with activities where appropriate, providing a
positive experience for all of our students.
The new SEND centre brings an exciting opportunity to further enhance our current provision for all
students with additional needs at SET Beccles School, as well as supporting our staff with
professional development opportunities. Our sister schools, SET Ixworth and SET Maidstone and
Causton, have already opened similar centres.
Consultation question:
1. Do you support of the School’s plans to create a Cognition and Learning Centre?
Please
complete our online survey here:
Yes
No

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/WF5XBC9
Reasons why ………………………………………………………………………………………………….

2. Do you have any additional comments to make?
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Access Google Classroom
with your phone, your Xbox or your Playstation!
Now that our schools have closed until Half Term and we have converted to remote
learning, you might be wondering how you can access Google Classroom; especially in one
computer households or for students without devices. Well, accessing Classroom is easier
than you think!
Google Classroom App
The easiest way to access Google Classroom without a computer is by using the Classroom
App on a phone or a tablet.
•
Click here for the app on the App Store and here for Google Play
•	Once the app has been downloaded to a phone or tablet, you can login with your
school accounts and will find an interface that feels very similar to the one they find
at school.
They can click on:
•
any assignment,
•
interact with the content,
•	watch any videos we have posted (did you know that you can record videos directly
into Classroom by using the camera on your phone while you are using the app?)
•
create Slides and Docs right on your phones!
Xbox and Playstation
Classroom can be opened on Xbox and Playstation. There isn’t an app that the students can
add to their consoles. Instead, they are going to have to use the built-in browsers that come
on the two devices. On Xbox, it is Microsoft Edge. On Playstation, it is the “www” browser.
You will probably know how to find the browsers on your consoles, but if not, each one has
a search function you can access on the home screen.
Once the browser has been opened:
1.
Type in classroom.google.com in the URL bar.
2.
A prompt for a Google account will appear.
3.	Type in your school district email and password – it doesn’t end in google.com and
that is ok!
4.
The Classroom home screen will open up.
If you have a keyboard you can plug in, you will have a much easier time of navigation.
Otherwise, you will have to use your controllers to click on the classroom tiles, open up
assignments and type.
As we all struggle with ways to meet the needs of our learners, I just thought it would be
valuable to know that there are multiple options for them as they access our school content.

Dates For Your Diary
Year 7
Tuesday 30 March: Progress Checkpoint 3 - reports sent home
Monday 10 - Friday 14 May: KS3 examinations
Thursday 24 June: Progress Checkpoint 4 - reports sent home
Year 8
Tuesday 30 March: Progress Checkpoint 3 - reports sent home
Thursday 29 April: Progress Evening
Monday 10 - Friday 14 May: KS3 examinations
Thursday 24 June: Progress Checkpoint 4 - reports sent home
Year 9
Wednesday 20 January: Year 9 Progress Evening with GCSE Information
Tuesday 30 March: Progress Checkpoint 3 - reports sent home
Monday 10 - Friday 14 May: KS3 examinations
Monday 21 June: Year 9/10 “Is University for You?” Evening
Thursday 24 June: Progress Checkpoint 4 - reports sent home
Year 10
Tuesday 30 March: Progress Checkpoint 3 - reports sent home
Tuesday 4 May - Friday 14 May: Mock Examinations
Monday 21 June: Year 9/10 “Is University for You?” Evening
Thursday 24 June: Progress Checkpoint 4 - reports sent home
Year 11
Monday 22 February - Friday 5 March: Mock Examinations 2
Thursday 25 March: Progress Evening - mock examination results
Tuesday 30 March: Progress Checkpoint 3 - reports sent home
Parents’ and Carers’ Open Forum
Tuesday 26 January: 9.30 – 10.30am		
Tuesday 4 May: 9.30 – 10.30am			

Tuesday 16 March: 9.30 – 10.30am		
Friday 25 June: 9.30 – 10.30am

Other Events
Tuesday 15 December: School Christmas Lunch
Year 6 Into 7 Transition
Wednesday 16 June: Transition Evening/ Meet the Tutor (5.00 - 7.00pm)
Tuesday 29 - Wednesday 30 June: Transition Days

