
Weekly Bulletin for Families
Message from the Head of School 
As a school community we seem to be settling into the rhythm 
of remote teaching and learning. Our provision for key worker 
students and those who need to be in, remains calm, focused 
and supportive. Teachers work to the schedule, attending 
school on their allocated days to supervise those attending 
whilst turning their homes into classrooms on other days.  
Miss Messenger kindly offered to reflect on her working week, 
on the impact and changes to her teaching caused by lockdown, 
her thoughtful account can be read below in this bulletin. 

I have had the pleasure of popping in to further live lessons 
and catch up sessions this week. I am incredibly proud of the 
resilience and determination shown by not only our students 
but our staff also. The relationships between staff and students 
continue to grow and develop despite the physical distance between us. It is inevitable that some 
students will find remote learning more challenging to complete, engage with or even start; what 
I must continue to voice to you all is, our presence is stronger than ever; we are still here to 
help. We continue to lend laptops to those who need additional equipment, we run individual 
support sessions teaching the IT skills required to access the work, we make daily, twice weekly, 
weekly calls to those who need a check-in point to keep them on track, we speak with parents 
offering support and advice on technology, teaching, well-being and lockdown survival. We are 
still here to help. 

Our support and provision are available to all, please do get in touch if there is anything we can 
do to help you. This week we will issue an additional well-being bulletin, this will contain useful 
contact information and supportive advice which you may wish to explore. Miss Reeve has 
shared her thoughts on the start to the year below, she introduces our new Student Support 
Team, sharing a few of their secrets! Please note how to contact the team if needed at the 
bottom of her piece. 

Like last week, we are excited to celebrate student work and success with you, these are not 
only within this bulletin but will be shared via our social media channels, Twitter and Facebook. 
Again, I urge you to share further examples of success and achievement at home with us, 
working and celebrating together will allow our community to become even stronger. 

Take care

Mrs H Philpott, Head of School

News Update for the 

Week Commencing 25 January 2021

Mrs H Philpott
Head of School



Staff Reflections
A message from the Senior Leadership Team – This week Miss Reeves, our Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator. 
Happy New Year Everyone!
I hope this newsletter finds you and your families well. What a start to 2021!
Who would have thought we would be back to online learning, Live lessons, Google Classroom, Zoom 
calls and Teams meetings.
As SET Beccles staff we have been planning and delivery online lessons, been in school to support the Key 
Worker students and having to get used to regular Covid tests! Personally, I have been trying to find ways 
to keep myself entertained, so keep your eyes peeled for more challenges from the PE team and hopefully 
some more funny videos featuring different members of staff to keep spirts high this lockdown.
I have also had the pleasure of working with the new Student Support Team (SST) over the last few 
weeks, welcoming new staff and working along-side old staff, to develop a wonderful team to help to 
support our students in school.
I thought I would take this opportunity to introduce you to the newest members of the Student Support Team: 

Miss B Woods is our new Pastoral Support Officer and designated safeguarding lead in school. She 
describes herself as a full-time chocoholic, who loves fashion and singing. When she was younger, she 
auditioned for the X factor! 

Miss S Kett is one of our new Pastoral Support Assistants and she is obsessed with gummy sweets, 
plants, dogs, and anything that is polka dot or animal print! She loves to play football and when she was 
younger she used to play for a boys team! 

Mr A King is the second of our new Pastoral Support Assistants and he loves to bake cakes and sweet 
things and loves listening to and playing music.

Ms A Godsave is a new teaching assistant joining us part time, to help deliver support and interventions to 
students on Thursdays and Fridays, she has a passion for helping young people and is already planning lots of 
new interventions for when we can finally return to school in person.

Some familiar names also wanted to update to with what they have been getting up to and some of their new 
year’s resolutions for 2021:

Mrs H Pentney has set a lockdown challenge for The Pentneys to potty train the littlest Pentney! 
Along with a New Year’s resolution to say something nice to at least one person every day and to 
vocalise at least one thing each day that she has appreciated!

Mrs J Barber’s New Year’s resolution is to buy less clothes, but buy more books! She is setting herself 
a challenge to read a book a week!

Miss E Houghton’s lockdown challenge is to get her little boy walking and her resolution is to start 
Couch to 5K and keep herself active!

Mrs C Jackson is making pompoms during lockdown in her spare time and her resolutions are to walk 
more, read more and laugh more!

Mrs T Ringer has been busy knitting blankets for babies born prematurely or who are sick, if anyone is 
interested in doing this during lockdown have a look at Bliss.org.uk. There are lots of different patterns 
for beginners through to skilled knitters. Happy knitting!

Miss C Clark has her fingers crossed for a holiday later in the year, and is looking forward to seeing friends 
and family again in person and not just over a screen. Her new year’s resolution is to read more books.

Miss D White has also been appointed as SET Beccles’ attendance officer, so she has been getting to 
grips with how that works during a national lockdown. Miss White is also looking forward to seeing her 
family and friends again.
I cannot wait to have all our students back in school and I know the Student Support Team are looking 
forward to seeing everyone! If you do want or need to contact us, we have a dedicated Google 
Classroom, so please feel free to join (Class Code: ysgpltv) alternatively we can all be reached by e-mail 
initialsurname@seckfordeducation.org.uk e.g. jreeve@seckfordeducation.org.uk
Take Care
Miss Reeve



Reflections of a Teacher
The ever changing work table. My adaptable world.

With all the challenges being thrown our way I look around thinking ‘what will stay?’

Before - my table at home greets the family for a wholesome breakfast, this much is the same! It’s 
always been a quick pit stop as we move against the clock. The house quickly empties and a new 
journey begins. 

I would normally drive to work thinking about the day ahead. Running through the equipment I 
will need, who I need to notify and when will I get that crucial cup of tea. I scramble with all my  
bags to get to the classroom door. 

After placing all my things on the floor, my table at work is then loaded with the day’s equipment 
– laptop, pencils, erasers, colouring pencils, paints, various papers, glue, scissors and more. I fill 
my pockets with pencils, rubbers and my swordfish sharpener so I can be a magician and make 
equipment appear before the students’ eyes. 

I would teach the students all day, returning to the table for new resources before each lesson. It 
could have been an amazing day or challenging one but I would always finish the day reflecting on 
everything that has been achieved. 

Now - once breakfast is done I don’t travel far for my lessons. I clear the table at home and get all 
the day’s equipment out. My laptop, a visualiser, a pencil, a pen, an eraser, my swordfish sharpener 
and all the exemplar work to show the students. 

I teach my live Google lessons, it’s great to see and hear the students. Some will ask amazing 
questions to broaden their understanding and others will have the confidence to ask what other 
students want to know or have misunderstood. It’s amazing when you see the students submitting 
their work, showing courage to take the challenge on and explore a new subject. 

Even in these demanding times students remain curious, flexible and resilient. At the end of each 
day, I am able to reflect on how incredible our SET Beccles students are. 

My day is different now - it’s not different bad or different good. We just have to adapt.  

Jade Messenger - Art Teacher

Lateral Flow Testing – an update
Testing
•  The Government has confirmed that: “the use of rapid lateral flow tests is already 

proving beneficial in finding people with coronavirus (COVID-19) before they develop 
symptoms”.

•  We continue to test staff, across all of our secondary schools, on a weekly basis and 
are expected to test students twice upon their return. 

Self-isolation for those identified as a ‘close contact’
•  It is important to clarify that if a student or staff member is identified as a close 

contact and required to self-isolate at home, the same restrictions do not apply to 
the cohabiting family. 

•  The whole family is only required to remain at home if one of them has a confirmed 
positive test or is symptomatic and awaiting test results.



Feedback routines during lockdown 
English 
Work will be viewed weekly; misconceptions will be identified and lessons will be planned 
accordingly. Immediate verbal feedback will be given in our weekly ‘live’ lessons. Before half term, 
every student will receive detailed feedback on an extended piece of work. Students will be 
expected to redraft and improve this work based on the feedback given.

Maths 
At the end of each topic teachers will give students feedback either by video or by written 
explanation on the areas of the topic they have struggled on. Students are then assigned a 
follow up task so that they can practise and the teachers can be sure that they have understood. 
Depending on the length topic this lesson which will either be entitled ‘Green Pen Lesson’ or 
‘Feedback and Review lesson’ and  will be posted every 5 to 7 lessons on Google Classroom.

Science 
In Science, as well as frequent quizzes for students to check their understanding, each class will 
complete one extended task by half term. Students will receive personalised feedback from their 
teacher. In Years 9-11 the task will be in the style of an exam question. Year 7 and 8 will produce 
a short piece of writing about one of the scientific ideas they have been learning about this half of 
term.

Humanities 
At Key Stage 3 students (Years 7, 8 and 9) will receive feedback on one piece of written work each 
half term and two knowledge check tasks. 
At Key Stage 4 students (Year 10 and 11)  will receive feedback on two pieces of written work 
each half term and two knowledge check tasks.

MFL 
In MFL work will be reviewed weekly. Students will receive instant verbal feedback during their live 
lessons. There will also be regular self-marking quizzes that provide instant feedback. 
More detailed written or verbal feedback will be provided by teachers as a response to a more 
detailed piece of work once a half term. Students will be expected to respond to this feedback and 
make adjustments where necessary. 

Creative Arts 
Students in KS3 (Years 7, 8 and 9) will receive live lessons from two of the four Creative Arts 
subjects; D&T, Art, Music and Drama. In the live lessons students will receive live group and 
individualised feedback according to the task set. Students will also receive individualised written 
or voice recorded feedback on one assessment completed this half term. Separately students’ 
progress will be tracked. 

Students in KS4 (Year 10 and 11) will receive oral or written weekly feedback within their live 
lessons on either specific work submitted or their weekly progress on their creative project. 
This feedback will support them in completing the next step in their development. In addition, 
fortnightly teachers will provide individualised targeted written or voice recorded feedback on 
specific work completed by the students. Students’ engagement and progress will also be tracked. 

SET Lead Practitioners



 

Lockdown Poetry and Song Writing Competition
‘Poetry is when an emotion has found its thought and the thought has found words.’ Robert Frost

Seckford Education Trust is inviting you to express your thoughts, feelings and 
Lockdown experiences through the medium of poetry or song. 

Your poem, or song, must not exceed 30 lines.

We will award prizes in each of the following categories: KS2, KS3 and KS4.

The winning entry will be judged on the following criteria:

• Imagination

• Originality

• Flair

Top Tips:

•  Read lots! The poet laureate, Simon Armitage, wrote this poem inspired by Lockdown: 
https://www.simonarmitage.com/wp-content/uploads/Lockdown-by-Simon-Armitage.pdf

•  Poetry should be heard. Think about how your poem will sound when it’s read aloud. You can 
listen to lots of different poems here: https://childrens.poetryarchive.org/

•  Samuel Taylor Coleridge once said that, ‘poetry is the best words in the best order.’ Your 
poem doesn’t have to rhyme, but you must think carefully about the words you choose. Make 
sure each and every one serves a purpose.

All entries should be emailed to amellor@seckfordeducation.org.uk by the deadline of 1st March 2021

Good luck!

Abby Mellor

Lead Practitioner for English 
Seckford Education Trust



Lockdown Work Showcase
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Dates For Your Diary
Year 7
Tuesday 30 March: Progress Checkpoint 3 - reports sent home
Monday 10 - Friday 14 May: KS3 examinations
Thursday 24 June: Progress Checkpoint 4 - reports sent home

Year 8
Tuesday 30 March: Progress Checkpoint 3 - reports sent home
Thursday 29 April: Progress Evening
Monday 10 - Friday 14 May: KS3 examinations
Thursday 24 June: Progress Checkpoint 4 - reports sent home

Year 9
Tuesday 30 March: Progress Checkpoint 3 - reports sent home
Monday 10 - Friday 14 May: KS3 examinations
Monday 21 June: Year 9/10 “Is University for You?” Evening
Thursday 24 June: Progress Checkpoint 4 - reports sent home

Year 10
Tuesday 30 March: Progress Checkpoint 3 - reports sent home
Tuesday 4 May - Friday 14 May: Mock Examinations
Monday 21 June: Year 9/10 “Is University for You?” Evening 
Thursday 24 June: Progress Checkpoint 4 - reports sent home

Year 11
Monday 22 February - Friday 5 March: Mock Examinations 2
Thursday 25 March: Progress Evening - mock examination results
Tuesday 30 March: Progress Checkpoint 3 - reports sent home

Parents’ and Carers’ Open Forum
Tuesday 26 January: 9.30 – 10.30am  Tuesday 16 March: 9.30 – 10.30am  
Tuesday 4 May: 9.30 – 10.30am   Friday 25 June: 9.30 – 10.30am

Other Events
Tuesday 15 December: School Christmas Lunch

Year 6 Into 7 Transition
Wednesday 16 June: Transition Evening/ Meet the Tutor (5.00 - 7.00pm)
Tuesday 29 - Wednesday 30 June: Transition Days

BT’s new Stand Out Skills hub:  
www.bt.com/StandOutSkills
Free must-have tips, resources and 
advice for jobseekers at every stage  
of their search. It has ways to help you 
discover your potential, make you own 
luck, write job applications that can 
stand out from the crowd and advice 
on how to interview with confidence 
and stay resilient through it all. 


