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As you will see from the features in our 
Michaelmas Term (and my first) edition 
of the Chronicle, it has been a busy term 
despite the current challenges. Our Year 7 
students have settled in very well; starting 
their journey at SET Beccles School with 
enthusiasm and developing a real love of 
learning which is always so good to see.

Year 11 have just completed their first set of Mock GCSEs in 
preparation for their exams in the Summer. Their continued 
hard work and dedication to achieving their very best will 
stand them in good stead next year. Please help our students 
to maintain their momentum by encouraging them to use the 
resources available to them.

Despite the changes we have had to make in school, it has been 
a fantastic start to the academic year with many activities such 
as those run in conjunction with The Brilliant Club, our annual 
Careers Day and the continuation of enrichment opportunities 
for students. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you all for your 
ongoing support and to wish students, staff, parents / carers, 
LAB members, Trustees and members of the local community a 
very happy Christmas and a peaceful New Year.

I look forward to welcoming students back to school on 
Tuesday 5 January 2020.

Mrs H Philpott, Head of School

www.becclesschool.org.uk
SET Beccles School, 

Castle Hill, Beccles, Suffolk, NR34 7BQ

Mrs H Philpott
Head of School

Safeguarding
Should you have any safeguarding concerns, please

contact Mrs S Power, Designated Safeguarding Lead on
01502 718850 or for more information please visit

www.becclesschool.org.uk/safeguarding
SET Beccles School’s named safeguarding 

trustee is Mr R Lane.

Flowing Water Bottles
SET Beccles School students would like to thank 
local Beccles businessman Nigel for delivering 
approximately 350-400 water bottles they have very 
kindly made for our students. 

He also commissioned his graphics department to 
put our school name on the bottles. Nigel runs a 
Beccles based firm and clearly cares about the local 
community. They have also produced these bottles 
in the past for our school and we are grateful that they keep the ‘flow’ of water bottles 
coming our way!

Important Date!

Tuesday 5 January

Students begin 
Lent Term

Latest News
Twitter

Facebook
Website

To keep up to date with the latest 
news and events from the School, 

please remember that you can follow 
Beccles School on twitter:

@SETBeccles. Please also check our 
webpage for regular updates, and 

our Facebook page, just search for 
SET Beccles School on Facebook.

Head of School’s Welcome 
__________________

The Brilliant Club Scholars Programme
Since taking over the leadership of SET Beccles School in September, 
Mrs Philpott’s priority has been to support each and every student’s 
achievements across the curriculum. Creating further opportunities 
for students within the flourishing environment for learning at SET 
Beccles School is a top priority, particularly the enhancement of 
academic success. 

The School has recently set up a Scholars Programme in partnership 
with The Brilliant Club, providing a link between Year 8 students and 
local universities. The programme enables students to work with a PhD 
researcher and understand more about university life, build on their love for learning and 
ensure they are able to develop the skills needed in the next phase of their education. 
Students are required to complete an initial assessment online which is followed by small 
group sessions in School, using course booklets and materials provided. They have the 
opportunity to learn about diverse and exciting topics ranging from Gender and Peace to 
Postwar Politics.

“It is so important to further develop the progress our 
students are making and I am keen to encourage this, by 

building on their strengths and participating in programmes 
such as The Brilliant Club.”
Mrs Philpott, Head of School



Enrichment at SET Beccles School
Mr Rednall’s Year 9 Upcycling group have been recycling and restoring everyday items that 
require some love and care to restore them to their former glory. One of the tasks the 
group was set was to decorate used glass bottles as a decoration for the home. These 
bottles will also be having lights fitted inside to further showcase the artwork the students 
have added. Well done to the students for their excellent work and designs. 

The Year 8 Gardening group have been working really hard with Mr Gallagher and Mrs 
Henwood in maintaining our school garden and grounds. The group have an excellent and 
exciting project for this half term where they have been installing a large polytunnel to the 
school garden, where they will be able to grow plants and produce all year around. We are 
all really looking forward to seeing the completed polytunnel in full action. 

Mr H Neale, Enrichment Coordinator

National Anti-Bullying Week
Whilst this is something we continually work on with students, we have specifically led tutor 
time activities and assemblies on this topic during November. Three members of the student 
leadership team from Year 10 led anti-bullying assemblies to Key Stage 3 students. The 
students explained what bullying is using examples from their own experience and discussed 
the impact of bullying. They then supported students to understand what we must all do 
when we suspect bullying and who the key people to talk to are in school. A big thank you 
to Betty, Shaheer and Evan for planning and delivering these assemblies this week.

Bullying has no place at SET Beccles, but like in all schools, young people sometimes choose 
to say or do unkind things. Whilst there must be consequences, we are continually looking 
at and developing our supportive interventions for all involved. To raise awareness, we 
started the week by all wearing odd socks; I think all will agree that Mrs Jackson really did 
steal the show on this one!

Drama
In Drama this term Year 10 have been exploring Blood Brothers, Year 7 have been working 
on dramatic tension in drama and learning how to draw out emotion from your audience 
and Year 9 have been exploring key figures from the Civil Rights movement.

Miss Best, Subject Leader (Creative)



Science
Year 7 students have made a cracking start to the year. They’ve been learning about forces 
and cells and have met each topic with enthusiasm. They have had an opportunity to go 
outside and measure forces using a Newton Meter. 

Year 8 students are very inquisitive about Science and how it relates to the world around 
them. They’ve been asking insightful and interesting questions to extend their knowledge 
further, in particular about speed, pressure and states of matter topics. Year 9 students 
have started their GCSE Science course and have shown a mature and positive attitude in 
lessons. They’ve been learning about atomic structure and the development of the Periodic 
Table, as well as developing their scientific literacy.

Year 10 students have become more confident in asking for help when needed and taking 
part in class discussions. They particularly enjoyed the nuclear radiation topic and have now 
moved onto organ systems in humans.  Year 11 students are working really hard in Science 
lessons and have been given lots of exam question practice. Online revision resources 
are available for them to use over half term in preparation for the mocks. All in all, an 
impressive start to the academic year.

SET Beccles School, Castle Hill, Beccles, Suffolk, NR34 7BQ
Tel: 01502 718850
Email: beccles@seckfordeducation.org.uk
www.becclesschool.org.uk

@SETBeccles
Follow us on Twitter 
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Welcome to our March edition of 
the Beccles Chronicle. It has been 
an excellent start to the Lent Term, with a real 
sense of urgency about the school.

Year 11 have been busy preparing and then 
taking their second set of mock GCSE 
Examinations, as well as completing their 
Controlled Assessments in a number of their 
subjects. I look forward to talking to parent/
carers of students in Year 11 at their final 
Progress Evening on Thursday 5 March from 
3.15pm.

In the rest of the school we have students 
preparing for this year’s school production 
‘Songs of the Musicals’ which takes place in 
the Trinity Term; students in Year 7 & 8 have 
been involved in ‘Sporting Futures’ and ‘Game 
Changers’ workshops at the UEA; and on 
Thursday 16 January ‘Crucial Crew’ were in 
working with all students on a whole range of 
key issues as part of our PSHE Programme. This 
saw students engaging in practical workshop 
and discussions on a range of topics including 
Self Harm, Cybercrime, Sexting, Healthy 
Relationships, Self Esteem, Confidence and 
Anxiety, Road Safety, Gangs, Substance Misuse 
and Sex Education. 

We then followed this up with Safer Internet 
Week for all students. These two events were 
excellent educational days for both students and 
staff. One of the facts that stuck with me from 
the day was that ‘Images are a very popular way 
of communicating online. So much so that there 
are roughly 400 million snaps sent on Snapchat 
every day! These images also tend to generate 
a lot of comments and reactions, for example 
there are 8,500 likes and 1,000 comments every 
second on Instagram images’. Something for all 
parent/carers, as well as students to think about.

I hope that you enjoy reading this latest edition 
of the Chronicle, as we celebrate student 
achievements both inside and outside of 
school. It truly is remarkable to see all of the 
opportunities that students receive and then 
take full advantage of at SET Beccles School.

I look forward to speaking to you further at our 
regular Parents Open Forum or at your son/
daughters Progress Evening.

Please remember that you can follow SET 
Beccles School on twitter: @SETBeccles. You 
can also check our webpage for regular news 
and events updates.

Mr D Lees,
Headteacher

Headteacher’s 
Welcome__________
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On Wednesday 5 February three SET 
Beccles students attended the Waveney 
Youth Council: Desaray (Y8), Layla (Y8) and 
James (Y8) and were great ambassadors to 
the school. During the meeting the Council 
launched the Youth Voice, a service through 
which young people in the community can 
make their voices heard. 

The students also took part in a workshop 
on “Improving Our Town Centres” which 
was presented by Lowestoft Council who 
will use the information collected from the 

Youth Council to improve their existing 
vision for the regeneration of Lowestoft. 
The students signed up to having a 
collection box and note cards in school 
in which students can post their concerns 
and views regarding local problems and 
potential solutions.

The East Suffolk 
Communities Team 
will collect these cards 
termly.

Students Attend Waveney Youth Council

In her role as Chair of the Waveney 
Youth Council, Desaray (Y8) attended 
a service held to mark Holocaust 
Memorial Day on Monday 27 January at 
Lowestoft train station. Mr Lees received 
the following letter from the Mayor of 
Lowestoft. Congratulations to Desaray for 
demonstrating the 6Cs so powerfully in the 
local community.

Dear Mr Lees,

On behalf of the town of Lowestoft, may I thank 
the chair of the Waveney Youth Council, Desaray, 
for attending and laying a wreath as part of our 
Holocaust Memorial Service.

Desaray should be very proud of the 
contribution she made on behalf of the Youth 
Council to a significant commemorative event for 
the town of Lowestoft.

Yours sincerely,
Alice Taylor
Mayor of Lowestoft.

Well done Desaray!
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Enrichment at SET Beccles School



5

Learning at SET Beccles School

All our Year 7 students were set the 
homework challenge of producing a working 
model of a human synovial joint (the 
inclusion of muscles was an optional extra) 
and the end results were astounding, not 
only in the range of materials used, but also 
the diversity of the finished products. These 

ranged from an amazing 
cog-controlled, tiny Lego 
elbow joint to a full-sized 
wooden model of a toddler’s 
leg poised as if about to 
kick a ball. The ingenuity 
and imagination that went 

into creating these models was so amazing 
that we have decided to keep them to 
display on our next open evening. They are 
an impressive, although slightly disturbing, 
collection of false limbs.

Year 7 Science

Year 8 Art
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On Tuesday 21 January 30 students from 
Years 7-10 competed against other 
local schools in the Sportshall Athletics 
Competition at Waterlane Leisure Centre 
in Lowestoft. All the Students competed in 
a range of track and field events including: 
speed bounce, standing long jump, relays and 
individual short and longer distance running 
events. All the students were amazing in 
showing their commitment and were perfect 
role models for the school. The main team 

success came from the Under 15 Boys 
Team who came third overall. Well done to 
everyone involved!

Sportshall Athletics Competition
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Mr Neale’s GCSE PE class attended an 
outreach event organised by the University 
of East Anglia called ‘A Sporting Future.’ 
The day allowed students to experience 
learning in a university environment while 
demonstrating the opportunities provided 
by studying at university.

The group completed a range of sporting 
activities which are delivered as part of 
UEA’s undergraduate degree including: 
visually impaired football, circuit training 
and taekwondo. 

They also attended a 
lecture with the first year 
undergraduate students 
where they had guest 
speakers specialising in sport and nutrition 
and a sports analyst. 

The day concluded with a tour of the 
campus and Sportspark and a seminar 
on skill development as well as sports 
participation. Both of these topics are 
taught as part of their Sport and Physical 
Education degree at UEA. 

A great experience, which was thoroughly 
enjoyed by all.

A Sporting Future



Dates for 
your Diary__________
Tuesday 3 March 2020 
Kitchens of the Globe - Japan

Thursday 5 March 2020 
Y11 Mock Results Published

Thursday 5 March 2020
Y11 Progress Evening

Friday 6 March 2020 
GCSE Drama Presenting and Performing 
Play Texts Examination

Tuesday 17 March 2020
Parents’ / Carers’ Open Forum

Tuesday 24 March 2020
Friends’ Easter Egg Tombola

Thursday 26 March 2020 
Y10 Wonderfest Trip

Tuesday 31 March 2020
Enrichment Day 2

Tuesday 31 March 2020
End of Lent Term

SET Beccles School, Castle Hill, Beccles, Suffolk, NR34 7BQ
Tel: 01502 718850
Email: beccles@seckfordeducation.org.uk
www.becclesschool.org.uk @SETBeccles

Follow us on Twitter 

Current standings in the House Competition 
are as follows:
1. Minsmere (300 points)
2. Waveney (285 points)
3. Orwell (275 points)
4. Blyth (270 points)

Upcoming events include:
• Badminton
• Tchoukball
• Ultimate Frisbee
• Rounders
• Softball
• Beccles School Games

House Competition
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Tuesday 7 January 2020 
Students return to school

Thursday 16 January 2020 
Crucial Crew PSHE Day

Tuesday 28 January 2020
Kitchens of the Globe 

Tuesday 28 January 2020 
Parents’ / Carers’ Open Forum

Monday 3 - Tuesday 11 February 2020
Y11 Mock Examinations 2

Friday 7 February 2020
Friends’ Quiz and Chips

Friday 14 February 2020 
Friends’ Cake Sale

Monday 17 - Friday 21 February 2020
Lent Half Term

chronicleBeccles

As you will see from the many events 
featured in our final edition of the 
Michaelmas Term it has been a busy 
and exciting first term. Our Y7 students 
have settled in very well; starting their 
journey at SET Beccles School with 
enthusiasm and developing a real love of 
learning which is always so good to see.
Y11 have just completed their first set of 
Mock GCSEs in preparation for the exams in the Summer. Their 
continued hard work and dedication to achieving their very best 
will stand them in good stead next year. Please help the students 
to maintain their momentum by encouraging them to use the 
resources available to them, namely Show My Homework and 
Maths Watch. 

It really has been a fantastic start to the academic year with so 
many excellent trips, events and enrichment opportunities for 
students and we will of course finish the term with our ‘Make a 
Difference Enrichment Day’. Students will once again be involved 
in a host of activities to support the local community and this 
year we are combining it with Save the Children’s Christmas 
Jumper Appeal. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you all for your 
ongoing support and to wish students, staff, parents / carers, LAB 
members, Trustees and members of the local community a very 
happy Christmas and a peaceful New Year. 

I look forward to welcoming students back to school on Tuesday 
7 January 2020.

Mr D Lees,
Headteacher

Headteacher’s 
Welcome__________www.becclesschool.org.uk

SET Beccles School, 
Castle Hill, Beccles, Suffolk, NR34 7BQ

Dates for your

Diary _______

David Lees
Headteacher

Safeguarding
Should you have any safeguarding concerns, please

contact Mrs S Power, Designated Safeguarding Lead on
01502 718850 or for more information please visit

www.becclesschool.org.uk/safeguarding
SET Beccles School’s named safeguarding

governor is Mrs Chenery-Morris.



Community Tree Planting Event
On a chilly Tuesday morning in early December, SET 
Beccles School hosted a community tree planting event.  

A group of 20 SET Beccles students teamed up with 
two students from Beccles Primary Academy as well 
as parents and carers and staff, all lead by the School’s 
gardening enrichment teacher.  

The team managed to plant a total of 94 trees in one 
morning, divided across three copses, also creating a turf bank around each copse.  

There was a wonderful feeling of community spirit to be felt by everyone working hard 
together and supporting each other in something that will play a part in the School’s history. 

Year 11 Golf
Nine students accessed a golf session at Caldecott Hall with professional Mark Tungate.  As 
part of the Year 11 core curriculum in PE we are looking at extended opportunities and 
breaking barriers down to access external provision when Year 11 leave. 



Enrichment at SET Beccles School
Care in the Community

Nature and Conservation
As part of Nature and Conservation Enrichment we looked at areas of the school we 
could improve to promote wildlife and encourage animals, birds and insects to come to our 
school grounds. The students identified one key area that needed looking at which was litter. 
The students did a litter pick of the wildlife area and the field and collected seven full bags 
of rubbish! 



Forest Schools

Sport and PE



Climbing Enrichment 
What amazing progress this group have made.  Way 
back in September a nervous group met Jed for the 
first time at Waterlane Climbing Wall.  It was obvious 
some group members had the talent to succeed, but 
it has been their commitment over time that has 
secured real personal progress.   

Each week the group has pushed themselves to meet the challenge set by Jed. In the last 
phase the group have moved off the auto belay and are supporting each other.  Working 
together they are able to celebrate personal milestones in their co-operative climbing 
community.  All within twelve weeks.  It has been a pleasure to watch the group achieve.

Fantastic!

Muncheon Mingle Awards Success
SET Beccles School has been working in partnership with the Communities Team at East 
Suffolk Council and students from Sir John Leman High School to run a series of on-going 
intergenerational community events to bring together young and older people. These 
‘Muncheon Mingle’ events have won the ‘Community Award’ at the Stars of Suffolk Awards 
and the ‘Services to the Community Award’ at the East Suffolk Business and Community 
Awards. Congratulations to all involved!



Friends’ Christmas Fair
On Friday 6 December the Friends of SET Beccles School hosted their annual Christmas 
Fair. It was an immense success with a fantastic atmosphere and raised over £1,200! 

Learning at SET Beccles School
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UEA Trip
In November, a group of 14 Year 7 students took 
part in an outreach day call ‘Game Changers’ at the 
University of East Anglia (UEA). The event involved 
the group learning new skills such as fencing and 
rock climbing. Operating the harness for the 
climbing wall was a lesson in teamwork and trust – 
students were responsible for supporting each other going both 
up and down the wall safely.

In the afternoon the group had a tour of the campus to see the university’s amazing facilities 
and resources. In addition they attended a workshop about healthy eating and energy 
requirements, led by one of the university’s PhD students. 

At the end of the day was a chance to reflect on what they would most like to achieve in 
the future and what they need to do to attain their goals, through a question and answer 
session with current university students.

Overall it was an amazing day. The students thoroughly enjoyed all the activities on offer. 
Well done to everyone that attended.

Macmillan Coffee Morning
Students and staff baked some amazingly tasty cakes for the Macmillan Coffee morning on 
Friday 27 September raising over £100!




