
Weekly Bulletin for Families
Message from the Head of School 
This week I meet with SET Beccles School Local Advisory Board 
(LAB), my first thought was that this would be a brief affair, as 
without students in school I wondered what I would be able to 
discuss and share. As I started to collate the agenda, a sense of 
pride in our school community overwhelmed me, as my initial 
wonder turned to worry about all the success stories I may not 
have time to mention. Despite the restrictions and barriers that we 
are currently facing, we are all continuing to develop and improve 
our school and the provision we are able to offer our students. 

On a daily basis I am visited by members of our school team, 
apologising for taking up my time, but smiling with an eagerness to 
share student work and achievements with me – my door is always 
open to hear such stories. This week both Tim Budden, Trust Lead 
Practitioner for Science (SET Ixworth School) and Abby Mellor, 
Trust Lead Practitioner for English (SET Saxmundham School) 
made contact to draw my attention to the astonishing and simply fantastic work Beccles students 
have completed on Trust wide learning tasks. Yet again I am filled with a sense of pride in our 
students, their impressive resilience and dedication. 

I have also been meeting with colleagues this week, discussing both their personal and Beccles’ 
school aspirations and plans. Whilst no teacher has stated they prefer working remotely, they 
have not allowed this change in delivery to be a distraction to the learning of our students or 
themselves. Teachers have enthusiastically discussed new teaching tools and strategies they 
have tried to encourage student participation. Once more I am overcome with pride that our 
teaching team are not just ‘riding this out’, they are embracing it and using it as an opportunity 
for professional development and school improvement. 

It has been a pleasure to hear how committed and determined our teaching team are, to listen 
to their wishes to offer our students even more opportunities, to see first-hand how willing 
they are to go above and beyond. Many thanks to Mrs O’Driscoll, who seized the chance for our 
GCSE Textile students to attend a live workshop with Jessica Grady, a Textile and fashion artist, 
whom students are currently studying, you can read more on this below. 

Lockdown restrictions and the changes to routine and working patterns do not suit all, we have 
a few students who find these changes more challenging. My recognition now moves to our 
tutor team and our Student Support Team. We have a duty of care to our students, to ensure 
they are accessing education and to check their well-being. As a school we are doing all we can 
to accomplish this level of care through our virtual meetings, both live tutor sessions and live 
teaching lessons. If a student is struggling to attend these sessions and we are unable to reach 
them via the phone, then our very supportive and caring Student Support Team, led by Miss 
Woods, are visiting student’s homes to see how we can help and support these individuals, we 
appreciate the warm welcome we have received. We are able to offer additional IT equipment, 
personalised IT support tutorials for students and parents, provision in school or bespoke 
pastoral and learning support. 

I thank all our parents and carers at this time, each and every family have their own pressures 
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Mrs H Philpott
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Creative Wow Factor
Each week, the creative department selects one piece of work that we feel has the  
“Wow factor.”

Congratulations to Emma Jane for some outstanding Art work this week.

and worries, this is easy for no one. I am incredibly grateful to you for turning your homes 
into classrooms and turning your relationship from parents and carers to that of the teacher. I 
am most grateful when you make contact, either sharing your stories of success or asking for 
support. What I can say with confidence is that by working together we are able to support the 
learning and well-being of our young people even more, thus minimising the impact of lockdown 
on their education and personal development. 

Take care

Mrs H Philpott, Head of School



Jessica Grady – Textile Design Talk. 
Our Year 11 Textiles students have been studying the work of Designer, Jessica Grady. 

This week, students have had the opportunity to attend a zoom session hosted by Jessica Grady. 

During the session, students listened to Jessica explain her industry experience and were then 
shown how to create embroidery designs. 

Students then took on the challenge to create their own Grady inspired embroidery.

“I think the Jessica Grady live lesson was really interesting as she told us who inspired her and told 
us how she got where she is now helping to inspire other people.” Charley 

I thought it was nice to hear that Jessica Grady was once a quiet person, but now following her 
ambition she travels the world doing what she enjoys - it gives confidence to other people.” Anne 

Ms O’Driscoll, Subject leader for Creative Arts

The students’ Grady 
inspired embroidery.



Lockdown Work Showcase

Caitlyn - Enrichment

Max and Mia - Enrichment

Emily - Enrichment



Lockdown Work Showcase

Carli - Enrichment



Lockdown Work Showcase

Lewis - Enrichment

Novaira - Enrichment



Lockdown Work Showcase

Grace - Textile printing

Ryan - Textile printing

Lola - Potato printing



 

Lockdown Poetry and Song Writing Competition
‘Poetry is when an emotion has found its thought and the thought has found words.’ Robert Frost

Seckford Education Trust is inviting you to express your thoughts, feelings and 
Lockdown experiences through the medium of poetry or song. 

Your poem, or song, must not exceed 30 lines.

We will award prizes in each of the following categories: KS2, KS3 and KS4.

The winning entry will be judged on the following criteria:

• Imagination

• Originality

• Flair

Top Tips:

•  Read lots! The poet laureate, Simon Armitage, wrote this poem inspired by Lockdown: 
https://www.simonarmitage.com/wp-content/uploads/Lockdown-by-Simon-Armitage.pdf

•  Poetry should be heard. Think about how your poem will sound when it’s read aloud. You can 
listen to lots of different poems here: https://childrens.poetryarchive.org/

•  Samuel Taylor Coleridge once said that, ‘poetry is the best words in the best order.’ Your 
poem doesn’t have to rhyme, but you must think carefully about the words you choose. Make 
sure each and every one serves a purpose.

All entries should be emailed to amellor@seckfordeducation.org.uk by the deadline of 1st March 2021

Good luck!

Abby Mellor

Lead Practitioner for English 
Seckford Education Trust



Dates For Your Diary
Year 7
Tuesday 30 March: Progress Checkpoint 3 - reports sent home
Monday 10 - Friday 14 May: KS3 examinations
Thursday 24 June: Progress Checkpoint 4 - reports sent home

Year 8
Tuesday 30 March: Progress Checkpoint 3 - reports sent home
Thursday 29 April: Progress Evening
Monday 10 - Friday 14 May: KS3 examinations
Thursday 24 June: Progress Checkpoint 4 - reports sent home

Year 9
Tuesday 30 March: Progress Checkpoint 3 - reports sent home
Monday 10 - Friday 14 May: KS3 examinations
Monday 21 June: Year 9/10 “Is University for You?” Evening
Thursday 24 June: Progress Checkpoint 4 - reports sent home

Year 10
Tuesday 30 March: Progress Checkpoint 3 - reports sent home
Tuesday 4 May - Friday 14 May: Mock Examinations
Monday 21 June: Year 9/10 “Is University for You?” Evening 
Thursday 24 June: Progress Checkpoint 4 - reports sent home

Year 11
Monday 22 February - Friday 5 March: Mock Examinations 2
Thursday 25 March: Progress Evening - mock examination results
Tuesday 30 March: Progress Checkpoint 3 - reports sent home

Parents’ and Carers’ Open Forum
Tuesday 16 March: 9.30 – 10.30am  
Tuesday 4 May: 9.30 – 10.30am   
Friday 25 June: 9.30 – 10.30am

Year 6 Into 7 Transition
Wednesday 16 June: Transition Evening/ Meet the Tutor (5.00 - 7.00pm)
Tuesday 29 - Wednesday 30 June: Transition Days

BT’s new Stand Out Skills hub:  
www.bt.com/StandOutSkills
Free must-have tips, resources and 
advice for jobseekers at every stage  
of their search. It has ways to help you 
discover your potential, make you own 
luck, write job applications that can 
stand out from the crowd and advice 
on how to interview with confidence 
and stay resilient through it all. 


