
Weekly Bulletin for Families
Message from the Head of School 
As we enter the final week of Lent one, as always, I reflect back 
on the half term and on our first six weeks of 2021. I am both 
surprised and proud of all we have achieved as a school community. 

Last week I thanked our staff and parents for supporting 
the continued education of our students, not ignoring the 
commitment and dedication shown by the young people 
themselves. I know I have a busy week signing recognition 
certificates which is a very satisfying way to end a half term. 

New colleagues who joined us in January have settled well into 
their new roles. Miss Goode, Assistant Head of School Key 
Stage 3 and Mr Willgress, Assistant Head of School Key Stage 4 
have, despite having many students home learning, established 
themselves within the leadership team and the school community. 
The Student Support Team has also seen many new faces and 
new roles. Again, as a team, they continue to successfully offer our students the support and 
guidance they deserve despite facing restrictive working conditions. It is a privilege to have 
everyone on board. 

The last six weeks have seen us encourage, coach and support our students to complete the 
work set on Google Classroom. Last week I discussed at length how grateful we are to you all 
for transforming your homes into classrooms. From talking to students in school, and those 
learning at home, along with talking to colleagues, family and friends I think I can say with some 
confidence that everyone is getting a little fed up with living in this way. 

As half term approaches it could easily pass without much significance. As a community we 
must continue to stay local, to stay at home with our families to prevent further spread of the 
Coronavirus. With this in mind I suggest that home learning is put to one side for a week. That 
home becomes home again, that our young people are encouraged to go for a walk and to have 
a proper break from their screens! 

Mr Neale has done an incredible job pulling together ideas for remote enrichment. Please use 
these ideas during half term to entertain and engage your young people or feel free to complete 
as a family. Encourage children to pick up a book and read for pleasure rather than scrolling 
through Social Media streams. 

I sit writing this, as every week, on Sunday morning. Glancing out of the window there is a 
very light flurry of snow falling, not quite the 10cm suggested, or not at the moment at least! 
This makes me wonder what challenges SET Beccles might face in upcoming days, however I do 
not feel anxious or concerned as I know that whatever we face, we face it together and that is 
incredibly reassuring. 

Stay safe and enjoy the snow if it does decide to descend!

Mrs H Philpott, Head of School
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Creative Wow Factor
 
Each week, the creative department selects one piece of work that we feel has the  
“Wow factor.”

Congratulations to Sia for some outstanding costume design work this week.
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Lockdown Poetry and Song Writing Competition
‘Poetry is when an emotion has found its thought and the thought has found words.’ Robert Frost

Seckford Education Trust is inviting you to express your thoughts, feelings and 
Lockdown experiences through the medium of poetry or song. 

Your poem, or song, must not exceed 30 lines.

We will award prizes in each of the following categories: KS2, KS3 and KS4.

The winning entry will be judged on the following criteria:

• Imagination

• Originality

• Flair

Top Tips:

•  Read lots! The poet laureate, Simon Armitage, wrote this poem inspired by Lockdown: 
https://www.simonarmitage.com/wp-content/uploads/Lockdown-by-Simon-Armitage.pdf

•  Poetry should be heard. Think about how your poem will sound when it’s read aloud. You can 
listen to lots of different poems here: https://childrens.poetryarchive.org/

•  Samuel Taylor Coleridge once said that, ‘poetry is the best words in the best order.’ Your 
poem doesn’t have to rhyme, but you must think carefully about the words you choose. Make 
sure each and every one serves a purpose.

All entries should be emailed to amellor@seckfordeducation.org.uk by the deadline of 1st March 2021

Good luck!

Abby Mellor

Lead Practitioner for English 
Seckford Education Trust



Dates For Your Diary
Year 7
Tuesday 30 March: Progress Checkpoint 3 - reports sent home
Monday 10 - Friday 14 May: KS3 examinations
Thursday 24 June: Progress Checkpoint 4 - reports sent home

Year 8
Tuesday 30 March: Progress Checkpoint 3 - reports sent home
Thursday 29 April: Progress Evening
Monday 10 - Friday 14 May: KS3 examinations
Thursday 24 June: Progress Checkpoint 4 - reports sent home

Year 9
Tuesday 30 March: Progress Checkpoint 3 - reports sent home
Monday 10 - Friday 14 May: KS3 examinations
Monday 21 June: Year 9/10 “Is University for You?” Evening
Thursday 24 June: Progress Checkpoint 4 - reports sent home

Year 10
Tuesday 30 March: Progress Checkpoint 3 - reports sent home
Tuesday 4 May - Friday 14 May: Mock Examinations
Monday 21 June: Year 9/10 “Is University for You?” Evening 
Thursday 24 June: Progress Checkpoint 4 - reports sent home

Year 11
Monday 22 February - Friday 5 March: Mock Examinations 2
Thursday 25 March: Progress Evening - mock examination results
Tuesday 30 March: Progress Checkpoint 3 - reports sent home

Parents’ and Carers’ Open Forum
Tuesday 16 March: 9.30 – 10.30am  
Tuesday 4 May: 9.30 – 10.30am   
Friday 25 June: 9.30 – 10.30am

Year 6 Into 7 Transition
Wednesday 16 June: Transition Evening/ Meet the Tutor (5.00 - 7.00pm)
Tuesday 29 - Wednesday 30 June: Transition Days

BT’s new Stand Out Skills hub:  
www.bt.com/StandOutSkills
Free must-have tips, resources and 
advice for jobseekers at every stage  
of their search. It has ways to help you 
discover your potential, make you own 
luck, write job applications that can 
stand out from the crowd and advice 
on how to interview with confidence 
and stay resilient through it all. 


