
Message from the Head of School
As a school, and a Trust, since January we have embraced our role 
in keeping both our school and local community safe by facilitating 
lateral flow testing for all students and staff, as requested by the 
Department for Education. As I have mentioned many times 
before, student conduct throughout this process has been 
outstanding. I have also praised the testing team in school for the 
professional and efficient way they have completed all testing. It is 
with great relief though that for the first time in, what feels like, 
a very long time, we can start the week with the sole function of 
being a school. 

Mrs Griffiths will continue to support students who may have 
missed testing or require further support, but as a school community we are now home 
testing. If you have any questions or worries about home testing please do contact school 
and we can support you. We thank you for now assisting your children with testing at home, 
continuing our community fight against Covid-19. Please contact school if your child, or 
someone at home, has a positive lateral flow test, you will be advised to seek a PCR test for 
confirmation, and we can discuss when your child will be able to return to school.

In September, following our first period of remote learning, students returned cautiously; 
nervous and apprehensive about their learning. However, following our second period of 
remote learning this year, students have returned with a thirst and curiosity. When I walk 
the school, I see students eager to learn more, seeking challenge and knowledge within the 
classroom. Teachers are energised by having students in front of them, the buzz of learning is 
very different when compared to remote teaching. 

Some students have found the return to school most challenging in relation to their social 
skills. Our young people have had an extended period of time where most social interaction 
has been via a social media platform. We are looking at how we can use our Team Time 
each morning to offer support with this, to build confidence and resilience around friendship 
groups and personal identity. Team Leaders are ensuring they check in daily with students to 
offer guidance and care. 

As a school we believe uniform sets the tone, from the moment a student puts on their 
uniform, they take on our school values and ethos, they are representing our school 
community. When all students arrive to school in the correct uniform it instils a sense of 
pride and unity in each and every one of them – we are in this together. When I walk the 
school, I observe that our uniform standards have slipped. I can understand how this has 
happened, shops are not open for clothes and shoes and many of our students seem to have 
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Creative - Wow Factor
Each week, the creative department selects one piece of work that we feel has the  
“Wow factor.”

Congratulations to Anne for some outstanding embroidery work this week.

had a lockdown growth spurt! 

As a school team we expect students to be back in full uniform when they return on Tuesday 
20th April, following our Easter break. A more detailed letter will be shared with you soon 
and we encourage you to contact school if you have any uniform questions or need support. 

Wishing you all a happy week,

Mrs H Philpott, Head of School



Creative - Challenge



House Points Leader Board





Dates For Your Diary
Year 7
Monday 10 - Friday 14 May: KS3 examinations
Thursday 24 June: Progress Checkpoint 4 - reports sent home

Year 8
Thursday 29 April: Progress Evening
Monday 10 - Friday 14 May: KS3 examinations
Thursday 24 June: Progress Checkpoint 4 - reports sent home

Year 9
Monday 10 - Friday 14 May: KS3 examinations
Monday 21 June: Year 9/10 “Is University for You?” Evening
Thursday 24 June: Progress Checkpoint 4 - reports sent home

Year 10
Thursday 22 April: Progress Evening
Tuesday 4 May - Friday 14 May: Mock Examinations
Monday 21 June: Year 9/10 “Is University for You?” Evening 
Thursday 24 June: Progress Checkpoint 4 - reports sent home

Parents’ and Carers’ Open Forum
Tuesday 4 May: 9.30 – 10.30am   
Friday 25 June: 9.30 – 10.30am

Year 6 Into 7 Transition
Wednesday 16 June: Transition Evening/ Meet the Tutor (5.00 - 7.00pm)
Tuesday 29 - Wednesday 30 June: Transition Days

Virtual Routes into STEM – for students in Years 9-10
Virtual Routes into STEM is a course provided by the Engineering Development Trust 
(EDT) and is an exciting opportunity for students to explore the various routes they 
can take towards their STEM career. It is designed to give them an insight into 
pathways following GCSEs including study routes via College and University and 

direct Apprenticeship routes through industry. The course gives a fantastic insight into what life is 
like in a variety of different STEM settings and gives students the ability to virtually tour multiple 
colleges, universities and employers. 

The course is open to all students in Years 9 & 10 and is suitable for all academic abilities. All that 
is required is a genuine interest in STEM subjects and inquisitiveness about what the future can 
hold. The course is held online and runs from 21st May to 6th June It includes a diverse range of 
live interactive sessions that will be held over the half term week. 

For more information please contact Mr Budden, Lead Practitioner for Science,  
at tbudden@seckfordeducation.org.uk


