
Message from the Head of School
We’ve had the pleasure of welcoming external visitors back 
into school over the last few weeks. As a school, entertaining 
visitors is usually second nature, however having not been able 
to have guests on site over the last few months made these visits 
seem much more significant. The planning involved led to much 
excitement and a small about of trepidation. We had to ensure 
Covid safety measures were in place, thankfully this is now a 
matter of routine. The bigger challenge was deciding on a focus, 
what key strengths could we showcase when there are so many 
positive things going on in school? 

Will Fletcher, a Seckford Education Trust board member, was 
first to arrive. Will has a great deal of experience working in education, he has seen first-hand 
the challenges that young people have faced returning to education following an extended 
period of remote learning. I decided I wanted Will to see the impact of the changes we have 
put in place around student support. We now operate a very clear and structured approach 
when communicating with our students, we explicitly talk to them about showing us respect, 
referring to our behavioural principles of Ready, Respectful and Safe. Will observed and 
remarked on the settled and supportive feel of the school, on the focus on learning in lessons 
and how our school site felt warm and welcoming. 

Will’s visit was followed a few days later by Clive Schlee. Clive is the Chair of the Seckford 
Foundation and has extensive knowledge in the world of business. It is always a wonderful 
learning opportunity to walk the school with someone with different eyes. The language of 
business centres around profitability, efficiency and customer service, whilst this is not how 
we speak of education, the similarities are staggering. As a school and a Trust, we have a 
budget, the processes and systems we put in place are to facilitate an efficient and effective 
way of working and ultimately, student experiences and outcomes directly relate to our 
customer service element. I listened intently to how a business would view and manage the 
challenges all schools face, my mind spinning with new possibilities. 

This week we will open our doors on Thursday to a larger group of Trust board members, 
led by James Wellesley-Wesley. James is the Chair of the Seckford Education Trust board. 
Both personally, and as a school, we are excited to showcase the hard work and improved 
outcomes of all we do. Our subject leaders have enthusiastically accepted invitations to meet 
with our visitors, eager to talk about the curriculum and learning of our students in the 
subjects they oversee. As a Leadership Team we look forward to discussing the journey our 
school is on, to share with them individual case studies and the positive trends and patterns 
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in teaching and learning and behaviour we are seeing. We all love an opportunity to show off, 
and rightly so, we are very proud of everyone in our school community. 

Have a good week,

Mrs H Philpott, Head of School

Brilliant Club
During the Michaelmas Term a small group of students took part in The Brilliant Club 
Scholars Programme. This required the students to attend a series of virtual tutorials with 
their PhD tutor Kate to develop their academic skills and understanding of university through 
exploring the topic ‘Gender and Peace.’

On the 27th April the students attended their virtual graduation ceremony to celebrate 
with other students from the region their successes in completing the programme. All of 
the students have completed an excellent final assignment for the programme and shown 
commitment and dedication throughout. A special mention to Oliver who achieved a first for 
his final assignment which was the highest grade that could be achieved. 

Well done to all of The Brilliant Club graduates!

Harry Neale 
Enrichment Coordinator 



Focus on Science
This term, Year 7 have been looking at reproduction 
of humans and plants. The students worked really hard 
to produce beautiful storyboards showing how insects 
pollinate flowers. They also carried out an investigation 
about seed dispersal using paper sycamore seeds 
to model how they are dispersed by the wind. This 
was linked with previous learning about gravity and 
air resistance acting on the seeds as they fall to the 
ground. At the end of the topic the students completed 
an assessment. We are really proud of their ability to 
reflect on their learning following their assessment 
using the feedback sheets.

In Year 8 students have been studying energy changes and 
energy resources. The students have been considering 
the difference between renewable and non-renewable 
resources and linking this to the current issues around 
global warming. We are working on our literacy skills 
in KS3, both orally and in written communication. 
I have heard some excellent discussions in lessons 
where students were considering the advantages 
and disadvantages of energy sources. My favourite 
conversation I have heard was considering whether 
hydrogen is a renewable or non-renewable fuel and the 
implications of the production process. The presentation 
of work in these lessons has been phenomenal. 

In Year 9, students have been learning about the 
reactivity series and extraction of metals. They even 
attempted calculating bond energies for given reactions. 
The resilience that the students demonstrated during 
these lessons was really impressive. They worked 
together, supporting each other, to practice using their 
excellent maths skills.

Year 10 students 
have been studying the electricity topic. This week they are 
carrying out the Physics required practical assignments. First 
they learned about some examples of components and how 
these affect the resistance in a circuit. In this photograph 
two students have started to build a circuit to measure the 
resistance in a wire. I was extremely proud of our Year 10 
students during this lesson. They demonstrated an ability 
to efficiently organise themselves, work in teams and 
apply scientific theory. We are looking forward to further 
opportunities to carry out practical work in the coming days.

Blue Coles, Subject Leader for Science



Inspiring, enabling and celebrating each and every young person’s personal best.

SET Beccles is a small, welcoming school providing a balanced, wide-ranging 
education to inspire our students with a love of learning. Within our learning 
community, we aim to ensure that each and every student achieves the skills  
and qualifications that they need to help them to progress into further education, 
training and fulfilling careers. 
This event is followed by a Drop-In Morning on Monday 14 June 9am - 10:30am 
and Drop-In Afternoon on Wednesday 16 June 2:30pm - 3:30pm.
To take the opportunity to find out more and ask any questions you may 
have, please visit www.becclesschool.org.uk for more information  
and to register.

We would like to invite you to our Year 4 & 5 Summer 

OPEN EVENING 
on Wednesday 9 June 4.30pm - 7pm

Explore how we can make a difference to your child’s future at  
our COVID-secure in-school event, with 1:1 meetings and tours 
with key staff, or via a live zoom session. 



Dates For Your Diary
Year 7
Friday 25 June: Progress Checkpoint 4 data entry deadline (all years)
Monday 28 June: Progress Checkpoint 4 checking week
Monday 5 July: Progress Checkpoint 4 - reports sent home

Year 8
Friday 25 June: Progress Checkpoint 4 data entry deadline (all years)
Monday 28 June: Progress Checkpoint 4 checking week
Monday 5 July: Progress Checkpoint 4 - reports sent home

Year 9
Monday 21 June: Year 9/10 “Is University for You?” Evening
Friday 25 June: Progress Checkpoint 4 data entry deadline (all years)
Monday 28 June: Progress Checkpoint 4 checking week
Monday 5 July: Progress Checkpoint 4 - reports sent home

Year 10
Monday 17 May - Friday 28 May: Mock Examinations
Monday 21 June: Year 9/10 “Is University for You?” Evening 
Friday 25 June: Progress Checkpoint 4 data entry deadline (all years)
Monday 28 June: Progress Checkpoint 4 checking week
Monday 5 July: Progress Checkpoint 4 - reports sent home

Year 11
Monday 24 May: Data capture point 1. CAG – all subjects
Wednesday 26 May - Friday 28 May: School and Trust Q&A scrutiny of CAGs
Wednesday 10 June: Final data entry
Tuesday 16 June: Head of school signs off CAG grades
Wednesday 17 June: CAG grades submitted to the exam board

Individual Student Photos - all years
Tuesday 25 May: Please see next page for details on how to book

Parents’ and Carers’ Open Forum
Friday 25 June: 9.30 – 10.30am

Year 6 Into 7 Transition
Wednesday 16 June: Transition Evening/ Meet the Tutor (5.00 - 7.00pm)
Tuesday 29 - Wednesday 30 June: Transition Days

SCHOOL PHOTOGRAPHERS  
Will be coming in to school on Tuesday 25 May to take  

individual student photos. 
The company has asked for parents/carers to register  

before next Tuesday. 
PLEASE CHECK YOUR PM FOR THIS.


