
Message from the Head of School
Whilst this week saw a return to Zoom meetings, our new 
Year 7 students did not disappoint. It was a joy to see so many 
smiley and eager faces. I briefly spoke about some of the plans 
we have for SET Beccles; in particular the student leadership 
opportunities we will be introducing in September. We will have 
Team Captains, House Captains, Subject Ambassadors, Sports 
Leaders and many more roles and responsibilities for our young 
people. I look forward to hearing the student voice within our 
community, watching them drive forward the projects and ideas 
they believe to be important. 

Our new Year 7 students displayed great resilience and patience 
waiting to speak to their Team Leaders. We had a few technological hiccups but were 
delighted that students had waited for us to resolve these issues. We are running our “Meet 
your Team Leader” sessions again this week to catch up with those who missed out. Team 
Leaders definitely wanted more time to get to know their Team members for September. I 
did manage to catch Mrs Davies sharing her competitive side with her Team, getting in early 
that she would do all she could to support them to be the best! 

Building work starts this week on our new Cognition and Learning base. Our builders will 
start by fencing off their working area to keep us all safe. They are mindful that we are 
a working school for a couple more weeks, so will minimise the impact on learning and 
movement around the school site as best they can. The facility looks to be amazing and one 
of which we will all be very proud. I will share progress with you as the school starts to 
take shape. 

Year 10 parents will be aware that we have reviewed our curriculum offer for our Year 
10 students as they move into Year 11. The purpose of this is to support our students to 
achieve the best possible outcomes. We continue to push them forward whilst being mindful 
of the potential impact on learning from two National lockdowns and the resulting remote 
learning. Please see below the latest guidance from Ofqual outlining current changes to next 
year’s GCSE specifications and examination expectations. We will keep you informed of all 
developments as we receive further information. 

Have a good week,

Heidi Philpott, Head of School 
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Year 11 2022 - Ofqual update and changes:
Non-exam Assessment
Ofqual will allow for a range of adjustments to the non-exam assessment (NEA) arrangements 
to accommodate public health restrictions in Dance, Design and Technology, Drama 
(and Theatre), Film Studies, Food Preparation and Nutrition, Media Studies, Music, Music 
Technology, and Physical Education (PE).

Fieldwork in Geography
Ofqual will remove the requirement for centres to make a declaration to exam boards 
confirming they provided all students with the opportunity to undertake a mandated number 
of occasions or days of fieldwork activities outside of the school or college premises for 
GCSE Geography. For GCSE Geography, the exam boards will not ask questions in written 
examinations about fieldwork that students have undertaken themselves. Of course, we can 
continue with our plans to provide fieldwork activities for students before we break.

GCSE English Language
Ofqual will remove the requirement for teachers to submit an audio-visual recording of a 
sample of students undertaking their spoken language assessments in GCSE English language.

GCSE Modern Foreign Languages
Exam boards will not have to include vocabulary that is not on the vocabulary lists for 
assessments in GCSE Modern Foreign Languages (MFL). Teachers and students should prepare 
for spoken language in 2022 to be assessed in the normal way, through formal speaking tests. 
Ofqual will publish contingency assessment arrangements for spoken language that include 
assessment criteria, which reflect the arrangements used in 2021. Teachers will be asked 
to have regard to the assessment criteria throughout the course. If, at any point before 
the speaking tests begin, it becomes clear they cannot or should not be taken, Ofqual will 
implement the contingency arrangements. 

Superb assembly on refugees for Year 10 this morning. 

Learning @ Beccles 



Dates For Your Diary
Year 7
Friday 25 June: Progress Checkpoint 4 data entry deadline (all years)
Monday 28 June: Progress Checkpoint 4 checking week
Monday 5 July: Progress Checkpoint 4 - reports sent home

Year 8
Friday 25 June: Progress Checkpoint 4 data entry deadline (all years)
Monday 28 June: Progress Checkpoint 4 checking week
Monday 5 July: Progress Checkpoint 4 - reports sent home

Year 9
Monday 21 June: Year 9/10 “Is University for You?” Evening
Friday 25 June: Progress Checkpoint 4 data entry deadline (all years)
Monday 28 June: Progress Checkpoint 4 checking week
Monday 5 July: Progress Checkpoint 4 - reports sent home

Year 10
Monday 21 June: Year 9/10 “Is University for You?” Evening 
Friday 25 June: Progress Checkpoint 4 data entry deadline (all years)
Monday 28 June: Progress Checkpoint 4 checking week
Monday 5 July: Progress Checkpoint 4 - reports sent home

Parents’ and Carers’ Open Forum
Friday 25 June: 9.30 – 10.30am

Year 6 Into 7 Transition
Tuesday 29 - Wednesday 30 June: Transition Days

Excellent example of marking and feedback in Year 10 music today. 

Learning @ Beccles 


